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Disclaimer

1. My research is now mainly about internet memes and 
how people use them daily. However, academic freedom 
imposes a proportional responsibility; I also must 

study all parts of life meticulously.

2. I don't have all the answers and never will, but I 
have stereotypes. Instead, I prefer to challenge them 

by listening to other well-reasoned opinions.



Overview
1) Ideas and enlightenments about theoretical 

approaches to rethinking Ukrainian academia in the 
context of decolonisation.

2) Dr Letizia Chiappini, Assistant Professor of 
Digitalisation and Sustainability University of 
Twente (4 min video)

3) Dr Stephen Albert (Steve) Mrozowski, Distinguished 
University Professor at the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston (4 min video)



The main question
How has the war reshaped academic objects, models, and 
interpretative frameworks beyond decolonisation, and 
what new theoretical approaches to knowledge 
production emerged?

To successfully decolonise knowledge, scholars should 
not focus just on their own experiences as being 
unique. Instead, they should build connections between 
the different experiences of colonial and postcolonial 
studies.



Dr Hanna Starkova (context)
1) I've lacked a holistic view of Ukraine. I didn't 
understand it and didn't feel the need to until 2014.

2) In 2018, I started researching the media 
consumption of journalism students, hoping that the 
theoretical content of their education would make them 
more responsible about the content. However, a more 
extensive study in 2021 showed that Russian narratives 
strongly influence Ukrainian young adults.

3) In 2024, we did the study again in Ukraine, and I 
was given a NIAS fellowship. This meant I could study 
Dutch students' media behaviour.



NIAS experience
Many of the last year my 
co-fellows are doing 
research or have personal 
experience in colonial and 
postcolonial studies, 
which is useful when 
looking for the best ways 
to produce knowledge in 
Ukraine



Discovering decolonisation
Dr Nadia Ait Said-Ghanem is 
currently pondering the return 
of cultural heritage objects 
from European museums to Iraq

https://nias.knaw.nl/fellow/nadia-ait-said-ghanem/
https://nias.knaw.nl/fellow/nadia-ait-said-ghanem/


Discovering decolonisation
Emir Suljagić, Director of the 
Srebrenica Memorial Centre, calls 
for research into little-known 
facts of war crimes against 
Bosnian Muslims

https://nias.knaw.nl/fellow/emir-suljagic/


Discovering decolonisation
Olívia Maria Gomes da Cunha, 
Professor of Anthropology at the 
National Museum, Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro, is 
sure that existential landscapes 
can tell the painful stories of 
the war and its quotidian effects

https://nias.knaw.nl/fellow/olivia-maria-gomes-da-cunha/


Discovering decolonisation
Dr James Symonds, Professor of 
Historical Archaeology at the 
University of Amsterdam, studies 
how colonial commodities become 
the ‘new norm’ in Dutch 
households

https://nias.knaw.nl/fellow/james-symonds/
https://nias.knaw.nl/fellow/james-symonds/


Dr Letizia Chiappini

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jF2mPGt9UJfR92684jsXWzqQhpro5-ah/view?usp=sharing


Dr Steve Mrozowski

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15sRhzVCW7VJs2jD_OfgcPs6Jmg4br6KV/view?usp=sharing


Thank you 
for your 

attention!
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